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Don't Forget!
Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership! We
welcome new members all year
long. Dues of $45.00 cover
the membership year of June 1 May 31.
CLICK HERE
NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Donate & Support our Chapter
CLICK HERE
Check out our new Chapter
Directory online.
wnba-books.org/la/
More about the
Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature:
CLICK HERE

From our President
Dear WNBA/LA Chapter Members,
To celebrate the new year, we are
hosting an open meeting and social
hour on January 30th. You will find
details of the meeting below. I hope
that you will take the time to join us so
that we can learn more about you and
you can provide feedback about the
chapter. This is a great opportunity to
connect with our longstanding members, as well as get to know
our new members. I've spoken before about the importance of
creating and maintaining our literary community—and this is an
excellent way to do just that in the new year!
I hope to see you all there!
Sincerely,
Rachelle Yousuf, Chapter President

Dates to Remember:

rachelleyousuf@gmail.com

Jan.30: Open Board Meeting
Jan.30: St. Monica's Church

Thank You Generous Donors!
Cynthia Levin
Rozanne Fischer
Alma Hudson

Sponsoring Members
Margaret Karlin
Allison Cohen

Become a Local Sponsoring
Member
Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local

Chapter News
ALL MEMBERS---You are Invited!
All chapter members...please mark your calendars for Saturday,
January 30th. Your executive board invites you to join them to
share your thoughts about membership, and to get to know the
board members! What do you hope to get out of WNBA/LA
membership? How can we help and support you and your goals?
Here are the details:
• Saturday, January 30th
• 11:00 to 11:30 meet with the board

available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that
desires to make an initial or
additional annual contribution to
the chapter.
Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

BOARD MEMBERS
WNBA/LA Executive Board
President:
Rachelle Yousuf
Vice President:
Liz Donatelli
Corresponding Secretary:
Cynthia Levin
Recording Secretary:
Kaleigh Tuso
Treasurer:
Suzanne Kleinbub
Immediate Past President:
Ruth Light
Committees and
Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and
Ruth Light
Graphic Designer:
Cheyenne Yousuf
Social Media Chair:
Danielle Olson
Auditor:
Holly Shaffer
Judy Lopez Award Liaison:
Meg Flanders
Newsletter Editors:
Editor:
Ruth Light
Member News Editor:
Jovita Jenkins
The Bookwoman Coordinator:
OPEN
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
Members at Large:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
Rosalind Myatt
Joan Slottow
Jeff Slottow
Open Positions:

• 11:00 to 11:30 meet with the board
• 11:30 to 1:00 refreshments and socializing
The meeting is at Ruth Light's home:
3327 Moore St., Los Angeles, CA 90066 - 310-397-4503
Email ruthlight3@gmail.com to let us know if you will attend.
Lots of street parking is available, but be careful of the bumps in
the street close to Ruth's house!
The entire executive board looks forward to seeing you there!
___________________________________
WNBA/LA executive board members don't always
work...sometimes they just goof off! Here are Rachelle Yousuf
(president), Ruth Light (newsletter editor), and Liz Donatelli (vice
president) using their coloring talent at the Flintridge Bookstore
and Coffeeshop holiday event.

* Hospitality
* Parliamentarian
* Publicity
* Development Chair
* Special Events Chair

_____________________________________________________
On December 13, our chapter's 40th anniversary was
combined with the Annual Holiday Party. We met at the Canyon
Grille in Burbank for an evening of delicious food and interesting
conversation. Danielle Olson (Social Media Chair) and Liz
Donatelli (Vice President) organized and planned the party, and
the turnout was a wonderful mix of new members, potential
members, and longstanding members.

Member News
Author, Linda Ballou, is pleased to
announce the release of her novel The
Cowgirl Jumped Over the Moon. Review
copies available to members.
When Grand Prix jumper Gemcie McCauley
takes a tumble on Marshal, her Irish Hunter,
it turns her world upside down. She heads
for the high Sierras to find her balance and
meets Brady, a solitary cowboy, who gives
her the courage to get back into the saddle
and beat the odds. She returns to reclaim Marshal and fly high
with him once more.
________________________________
PB Rippey's second chapbook of poetry,
Valley Meditation (with Palomino), will be

Valley Meditation (with Palomino), will be
released by Finishing Line Press, March
23, 2016. As poet Chryss Yost writes in
one of the book's blurbs: These poems
are trail maps that lead beyond the
Hollywood sign to reveal a place where
the wild circles just beneath the surface.
Poems included in the book have
appeared in, Zyzzyva, Chaparral and
Askew Poetry Journal. It’s a little early, the cover is still in
design, but pre-orders are available at the press website, or
visit PB's writing blog: pbwrites.wordpress.com for further
information about the book and PB's work.
___________________________________
Fulfill your Heart's Desires throughout
2016 with Barbara Schiffman's new
Coloring Journal Calendar (co-designed
and illustrated by Deborah Louise
Brown). Blending journaling prompts,
guided meditations (via downloadable
MP3s) and inspirational coloring pages to
activate your heart's true desires and
also generate right/left brain balance, this
unique personal development coloring
workbook can also be customized for
your workshop, counseling or coaching practice. Call Barbara
for info on how they can help you create your own coloring
workbooks (818-415-3479). Order Heart's Desire 2016 now at
www.Amazon.com. More info on the health and creativity
benefits of coloring plus free coloring pages at
ColoringJournalsforHealthyLiving.com.
_________________________________
2016 is starting off on several wonderful
notes: Member Maurine Pratt is working on
a new book which will be published in 2017
while setting up publicity activities for my
book, Don't Panic!: How to Keep Going
When the Going Gets Tough, which will be
published in Spring of this year by
Franciscan Media. I'll also be speaking at
the Faith Odyssey event at Saint Monica's
Church in Santa Monica on January 30,
2016, and my topic is based on my book,
Peace in the Storm: Meditations on Chronic Pain & Illness,
which was published by Image/Penguin Random House in 2005
and is still going strong! Also, sometime in February, I'll be
recording the audio book version of Don't Panic!: How to Keep
Going When the Going Gets Tough!
Learn more here!
_________________________________
Los Angeles member Sharmagne
Leland-St. John proprietor of the brick
and mortar store HECHO EN ECHO
located at 1825 Echo Park Avenue
L.A. 90026 has added several shelves
of books to the store's inventory. "The
Book Nook" features a large selection
of poetry, an entire book case of first
edition mystery books and thrillers and
a section of books that either won awards, or should have.
Used books include: cookbooks and books on nutrition and
weight loss. The store also sells baskets made from recycled
fabric and vintage clothing, and collectibles. 323-422-9990.

fabric and vintage clothing, and collectibles. 323-422-9990.
__________________________________
Since October, 2015, LisaCatherine Cohen, with Arleen
Jacobius, has been co-producing
the Independent Writers of
Southern California (IWOSC)
Westside Satellite meetings. LisaCatherine finds the speakers,
writes the copy each month.
Forming friendships with authors,
editors, lit agents she’s long admired is her favorite part of this
job! On January 14th, the guest speaker was Jay Levin, founder
of the multi-award-winning LA Weekly! Levin was a big hit! Do
get on this list!
“My most rewarding accomplishment of the last season was
organizing the big birthday celebration for my fabulous mother,
Marcia Diamond’s 90th. The next day, we screened the feature
documentary, ten years in the making, that I wrote, coproduced, narrated, about her 67-year acting career. It’s a
visual memoir.”
__________________________________
WNBA Member Constance
Caruso, author of Foothold In
The Mountain, serves as liaison
to the public and fundraiser for
Homeboy Industries. Homeboy
Industries provides hope, training,
and support to formerly ganginvolved and previously
incarcerated men and women.
Conny is in the process of creating a blog to dialog about her
heartfelt experience, and to educate the public about the nonprofit’s amazing accomplishments.

Look for us in your inbox in mid-March, 2016... and remember...
"How do you write? You write, man, you write, that's how, and you do it the way the old English
walnut tree puts forth leaf and fruit every year by the thousands...if you practice an art faithfully, it
will make you wise, and most writers can use a little wising up." ~ William Saroyan
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