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From our President
Dear WNBA/LA Chapter Members,

Don't Forget!

As many of you know, we have been working with
Curacao-a retail store that serves the Hispanic-American
community-to provide volunteers for their Summer
Reading Program. Because of your support, we have
filled sixty-two positions this summer and served
countless children! And if you have had the pleasure of
participating, you know how appreciative and excited
these kids are to have us join them for the summer.

Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership!
We welcome new members all
year long. Dues of $45.00
cover the membership year of
June 1 - May 31.
CLICK HERE
NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Donate & Support our Chapter
CLICK HERE
Check out our new Chapter
Directory online.
www.wnba-books.org/la/
For information about the
Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature
CLICK HERE
__________________________
Join us!

So I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your
dedication to this program. Literacy is not only a
personally significant cause-for many of us, I'm sure-but
one that is part and parcel to WNBA's mission.
I'm looking forward to continuing to grow the WNBA community together!
Sincerely,
Rachelle Yousuf, Chapter President
rachelleyousuf@gmail.com
Chapter News

WNBA NATIONAL MEETING - June 6 - 8
Rachelle Yousuf, and her sister Cheyenne Yousuf, attended the WNBA national meeting in New
Orleans last month, and here is a picture of the WNBA national board of directors...

Thank You to our
Generous Donors
Cynthia Levin
Gerald Everett Jones
Rozanne Fischer
Alma Hudson
Suzanne Kleinbub

Sponsoring Member
Margaret Karlin
Allison Cohen

Become a Local

Become a Local
Sponsoring Member
Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that
desires to make an initial or
additional annual contribution to
the chapter.
Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

BOARD MEMBERS

and here is a picture of the mask they brought home for your intrepid newsletter editor, Ruth Light!

WNBA/LA Executive Board
President:
Rachelle Yousuf
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Liz Donatelli
Corresponding Secretary:
Cynthia Levin
Recording Secretary:
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Suzanne Kleinbub and
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Cheyenne Yousuf
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Meg Flanders
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Members at Large:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
Rosalind Myatt
Joan Slottow
Jeff Slottow
Lindsay Lees

THE WRITER'S VOICE
Come listen to our excellent member/authors...come and support your fellow chapter
members...come and enjoy a day in Brentwood at diesel, A BOOKSTORE!
WNBA/LA is presenting an afternoon of member/authors reading their work at diesel, A
BOOKSTORE from 3:00 to 4:30 on Sunday afternoon, July 19. It will be an eclectic afternoon of
mystery, drama, memoir, and fun! A huge thanks to Ruth Garcia-Corrales, Jovita Jenkins, LisaCatherine Cohen, Rachelle Yousuf, and Cheyenne Yousuf for organizing this event. Diesel is located
in the Brentwood Country Mart, so come early for a lovely lunch outside plus a bit of shopping, and
then enjoy the readings. Click here for the flyer!
______________________________________________________________________________

Open Positions:
* Chapter News Editor
* Hospitality
* Parliamentarian
* Publicity Chair
_____________________

Join our Mailing List!

9TH ANNUAL LEIMERT PARK VILLAGE BOOK FAIR

9TH ANNUAL LEIMERT PARK VILLAGE BOOK FAIR
A panel discussion with writers from the Fox television hit series Empire will be featured at the 9th
Annual Leimert Park Village Book Fair (LPVBF). Empire writer and co-producer Attica Locke and
other writers will discuss writing for the groundbreaking show. The panel discussion will be
moderated by acclaimed author and film maker Tananarive Due. In the author's pavilion, over 75
authors will be featured. In addition, there will be a writer's workshop and a children's stage. Date:
Saturday, August 1, from 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza, 3650 Martin
Luther King Blvd., Los Angeles, 90008. www.leimertparkbookfair.com.

It's Time to RENEW...or JOIN!
Why renew your membership...or join our chapter? Well, let me count the reasons!
1) we're a national organization...membership looks great on your resume!
2) volunteer opportunities abound, and include...helping with national literary awards, reading to kids,
reading your own work in a public setting, helping with organizing or managing or accounting or
UNICEF or book fairs or...(you get the picture!)
3) networking, listening to and meeting published authors, workshops
5) critiqueing (both giving it and getting it!)
6) national support from other WNBA chapters (there are 11 chapter cities in the US!)
7) travel
So it's time right now to renew your commitment to WNBA/LA, or to join us and see what it's
all about. Click here!

The WNBA/LA Writing Critique Group said farewell to their founder and facilitator,
Lindsay Lees, with a celebratory lunch. Lindsay leaves soon for San Francisco and the
College of the Arts where she will earn her Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing.
Longtime members of the group, Joan Jackson and Marge Karlin, were unable to
attend. Christina Alex will take over for Lindsay, and we wish Lindsay the best!!
Photograph: Top Row From Left: Christina Alex, Ellen Ruderman, Kathrin King
Segal, Kim Gottlieb-Walker - Bottom Row From Left: Lindsay Lees, Jovita
Jenkins

CURACAO SUMMER READING PROGRAM
The program is doing very well! The volunteer readers (THANKS to all of you!) are
having fun, the kids are enthusiastic, and this summer we have tripled our commitment

having fun, the kids are enthusiastic, and this summer we have tripled our commitment
from last summer. Last summer we had volunteer readers for only one month, and this
summer we are covering all three months. We have just a few spots left that need
volunteers, so contact Rachelle at rachelleyousuf@gmail.com to sign up!

Donate & Support our Chapter - CLICK HERE
Member News

WNBA/LA member Kim Gottlieb-Walker: FABULOUS article
about Kim from a writer on behalf of the Women's National Book
Association who came to interview her at the reggae festival in
NY! http://wnba-nyc.org/kim-gottlieb-walker/

As a result of the success of FOOTHOLD IN THE MOUNTAIN,
WNBA/LA member Conny Hutchinson pays it forward as an
active volunteer at Homeboy Industries, a viable, heart-driven
organization guiding former gang bangers toward a life worth living
through a unique education afforded its participants. "Every time I
walk into the downtown building at 130 Bruno Street, I experience
a peaceful wonder. Some people call it 'heaven'; I call it 'Love In
Action'." Come to diesel, A BOOKSTORE on July 19 at 3:00pm
and hear me roar!

Skylar Robbins: The Mystery of the Hidden Jewels hit #1 on
Amazon's Best-seller list! Skylar has been coined, "The New Nancy
Drew" by several reviewers. Both Skylar Robbins mysteries are
available in paperback and on Kindle on Amazon. Author and WNBA

available in paperback and on Kindle on Amazon. Author and WNBA
member, Carrie Cross, is the late Sylvia Cross's daughter, and Sylvia
was a founding member of our Los Angeles WNBA chapter.

Lisa-Catherine Cohen will be hosting and reading her work
in the WNBA/LA presentation of The Writer's Voice on July
19th from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at our new location: diesel; A
BOOKSTORE, in the Brentwood Country Mart. The Writer's
Voice is the new name for WNBA/LA RIO (Reads Its Own.)
Lisa-Catherine has been performing her work at this event
since she founded it six years ago. She has been rewriting
her book, The Loaded Cufflink-Ten Ways to Survive, Forgive,
and Move On From a Parent's Rage. Her newest is: On Stage, On Film, On Mic, a
media-training tome based on her seminar.

UN Corner
WNBA supports UNICEF. We are a NGO (non-governmental organization) within the
United Nations, and UNICEF is the specific program that we support. If you
can...donate now. Nepal's children are in dire need of help!
Relief efforts are underway, but we have a long way to go. Your help is needed now
more than ever. Donate to Nepal today.

Children have suffered both physically and emotionally. They are severely
traumatized. They can't go to school.
UNICEF staff are working around the clock to give children in Nepal the bright,
healthy futures they deserve. We've been on the ground long before the first
earthquake hit - and we have no plans to leave now - but we need your help to do
more.
Give now to help UNICEF distribute desperately needed emergency supplies.
Look for us in your inbox in mid-Sept., 2015... and remember...
"A word after a word after a word is power." - Margaret Atwood

