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FROM OUR PRESIDENT:
Hello WNBA/LA Chapter Members!
Thank you so much for welcoming me as your new chapter president!
I am so excited to not only be a part of the WNBA Los Angeles
chapter, but to be a part of an organization that has some of the most
amazing women, programs and awards in the nation. Growing up
with a single mom showed me that the strength and determination of
a woman is a strong force to be reckoned with, and to be a part of a
group that has so many women with that same strength and
determination is something extremely powerful.
When I take a step back and look at what WNBA is I’m awestruck.
WNBA is more than just a group of women and men in the literary
world, it’s an organization that was and is at the forefront of women’s rights and representation in
an industry that shapes our country and culture. As women readers and writers, we aren’t just
creatives, we are activists and influencers because we challenge people’s perceptions with our
craft and by supporting other authors. Being a part of the WNBA isn’t just a way to be a literary
industry insider. It isn’t just a way to make writing and reading connections with other driven
women. No, being a part of the WNBA is so much more than that. It’s a community that seeks to
not just empower women through the written word, but to do what is fair and just in the face of
adversity. Our chapter is at the helm of it all by being in one of the most diverse cities in the nation.
As I begin my term as president with the support of a talented and vigilant executive board , we are
excited to continue the tradition of enlightening author panels, engaging literary salons, as well as
adding more programming in support of your writing goals. We have many more beneficial projects
and programming in the works for our members and I am always open to suggestions. With your
support, I look forward to building upon the remarkable standards that have already been set.
My hope is to keep you all excited, engaged and informed. I hope to continue to let you all know
how important you are in our ever-evolving tribe of women, literature and culture. I look at this new
membership year with stars in my eyes and hope in my heart to make it memorable for each and

every member.
Sincerely,
Natalie Obando-Desai, Chapter President
Natalie@dogoodprgroup.com

CHAPTER NEWS:
Join WNBA/LA for our annual event, The Writer's
Voice, an entertaining and inspiring afternoon of author
readings by chapter members. Festivities will include a
light brunch and entertainment in the form of prose
from the talented members of the WNBA.
Date: July 23, 2017
Time: 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Address: 18645 Sherman Way Suite 114, Reseda,
CA
This event is free and open to all so don’t forget to
bring friends and RSVP to Ruth GarciaCorrales at ruth.garcia.corrales@gmail.com.
We look forward to sharing a great Sunday afternoon
with you!

THANKS, RACHELLE... WELCOME, NATALIE!
As our talented and dedicated two-term president Rachelle
Yousuf (on the right) adjourns her last board meeting, we
welcome our accomplished and innovative incoming
president, Natalie Obando-Desai!

WNBA'S CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
We are now in the middle of our 100th year, so it seems fitting that we
would hold an event at Skylight Books, which has a tree growing in
the middle of the store!
As part of our nation-wide celebration, Bookwomen Speak: WNBA
Centennial Visionaries Series, Skylight Books hosted our 2-author
panel of Natashia Deon (Grace) and Jade Chang (The Wangs vs the
World). Lisa Mecham moderated the wide-ranging discussion about
story and parentage and writing inspirations.

MEMBER NEWS:
Lisa-Catherine Cohen, after who’s-counting years, has completed her
book, The Loaded Cufflink—Surviving, Forgiving, and Letting Go Of a
Parent’s Rage. WNBA member, book publicist Liz Donatelli read 12
chapters of the last version, praised it. Lisa-Catherine had ordered the
chapters Tarantino/This Is Us-style—out of chronological time. Liz said she
found the order jarring. Okay, back to linear order. Took more months. But
where to begin? With her paternal, abusive, Russian grandmother 116 years
ago. Hear Lisa-Catherine read from it at WNBA’s The Writer’s Voice on July
23rd. LCC@Lisa-Catherine.com.

Carolyn Coleridge has a new Ebook/Workbook coming out on July 27th,
2017. This Ebook is entitled How to Work with the Universe. This workbook
coordinates with her book, Honor Your Spirit. It helps you to learn how to
listen to intuitive wisdom from the Universe that can assist you with work,
relationships, health and overall wellbeing. The workbook can be kept like a
journal to help the spiritual seeker and others pay attention to the signs,
synchronicities and messages given by the Universe. It is available on
Amazon.

Noushin Talei Nikfarjam is a psychoneurologist who specializes in:
The treatment of anxiety, phobias, traumas, anger management and
PTSD. She has been successfully supporting children and parents to
manage symptoms without the continued use of stimulants for
ADD/ADHD. Noushin also does relationship therapy.
She has been teaching:
Ophanim in Farsi/English, How to Create a More Prosperous Life, How to
Create a More Loving Relationship with Your Spouse/Significant Other
and also your teenagers. She has taught Healing Beyond Medicine
Series, the Explanation and Work of Chakras, Emotional Freedom
Technique/EFT and Mind Stoppage Technique.
Making A Commitment For Love is Noushin’s first book.

Oubliette — A Forgotten Little Place by Vanta M. Black Receives Two
International Honors.
The novel Oubliette — A Forgotten Little Place was declared Runner-Up
in the General Fiction Category as part of the Amsterdam Book Fest
Awards. Additionally, it received an Honorable Mention as part of the Paris
Book Awards. The combined awards gala for both were held in Paris,
France, Thursday June 8th.
The book is described as having a European appeal, with many layers
reminiscent of the thriller, historical fiction, horror, paranormal, and
mystery genres, woven together to tell the stories of various victims of a castle's oubliette.

MEET OUR MEMBERS:
This is a new feature for the newsletter, and we will focus on a different WNBA/LA member in every
issue. Would you like to be the next one? This is your chance to tell us about yourself, and about
your literary life. You will be prompted a few weeks before newsletter time to send us your picture
and a short bio article.
And here is our first featured (and new!) member, Bluette Matthey!

My Life as an Author by Bluette Matthey
or
Where In The World Is Hardy Durkin?
I’ve been hooked on mysteries since third grade, and travelling at least as long. My dad was
forever getting us up at two or three in the morning to start off on a trip to Florida, or Canada, or to
head out West from our Ohio farm. So, I decided to merge my two passions and began writing the
Hardy Durkin Travel Mystery series, international mysteries, with amateur sleuth Hardy Durkin as
my hunky protagonist.
Traveling inspires me to write. It feeds the part of me that wishes it had been born in a different
century. The thrill and wonderment of discovering and exploring something totally new,
experiencing something so beautiful that it astounds, or beholding a thing so ancient I marvel it still
exists … all resonate and beckon, drawing me on.
Instead of the London-Paris-Rome circuit (all fantastic places), I chose to use less-known locales
as settings for my mysteries. My books are heavily researched for authenticity, which includes a
boots-on-the-ground approach, so I get to enjoy visiting all the places I write about. I’ve had some
amazing experiences, eaten wonderful regional foods, met lovely people, and taken some pretty
interesting treks.
Hardy Durkin owns an outfitter business specializing in European treks. He is also a crack
marksman, trained in signals intelligence, who speaks four languages. I’ve duplicated some of his
easier hikes (I’m not as fit as he is). I hiked into the Hermitage of San Bartolomeo (11th century)
near Roccamorice, Abruzzo, Italy, aware I was the only human around for miles as I trekked
through the Majella National Park. Animal scat along the trail reminded me there were bears,
wolves, and other beasts present. I climbed to the top of Rocca Calascio, built in the 10th century
by the Romans as a watch tower and the highest fortress in the Apennines. This was for my

second book, Abruzzo Intrigue.
Dalmatian Traffick took me to the Balkans, where I visited Croatia, Montenegro, and Albania. I
didn’t hike to the Ostrog Monastery, but took my life, literally, in my hands and drove there. Mostly
one-lane, snaking up the mountain of Ostroška Greda with the mountain wall on one side and a
drop-off that increased at an alarming rate on the other, and no guard rails, anywhere. Perhaps a
row of rather insignificant rocks placed beside the road, or an occasional tree, but nothing
substantial to keep you from plummeting over the edge into eternity. The guide books tell you to
hire a taxi, but driving in Montenegro is almost a blood sport and I opted to control my own fate, so I
drove slowly and steadfastly, praying that no cars would come from the other direction.
Walking the streets of Ajaccio, Corsica, one night while working on Corsican Justice, I was drawn
into a small, unremarkable bar by polyphonic singing, the a cappella music whose harmonious
chords express the heart of Corsican culture. Deeply moving, other-worldly, listening to the
exquisite music was a time-travel journey for my soul that spanned ages, leaving an imprint I
cherish.
Black Forest Reckoning took me to Baden-Baden, Germany, where I spent half a day in the
Friedrichsbad Spa, Roman baths that are a monument to Old World pampering, followed by a meal
to remember at Schneider’s Weinstube. That was before spending the night at Gasthaus Zum
Lowen in Staufen, where Faustus met his end when the devil came to collect his due.
Exploring the traboules of Old Lyon, France was part of stepping back in time with the Knights
Templar in Engadine Aerie. I also was a guest at the annual Engadine Skimarathon last year,
which features prominently in Engadine Aerie. Dangerous conditions at the time prevented me
from hiking in to the Morteratsch Glacier. I’m hoping this year I’ll be able to explore the eternal ice
of the glacier when I return to St. Moritz, Switzerland, and the Skimarathon for a book promotion of
my latest Hardy Durkin Travel Mystery, Engadine Aerie.
Hardy’s next adventure takes him to the eastern area of France known as Franche-Comte which
runs along the Franco-Swiss border. The book is yet untitled, but I’ve already enjoyed hiking a
portion of La Vy aux Moines, the Sacred Way, used by monks to travel the Jura Mountains between
Switzerland and France during the Middle Ages.
I invite you to discover where in the world is Hardy Durkin … he can be a tough guy to keep track
of.
Visit me for travel and mystery at: bluettematthey.com
Check out my books on Amazon

UN CORNER:

A THANK YOU from UNICEF
UNICEF is the United Nations Children's Fund. UNICEF was created 70 years ago, and works
across 190 countries and territories to defend the rights of every child. 90 cents of every dollar that
is donated goes directly into helping children. UNICEF thanks you if you have donated, and
WNBA/LA thanks you in our capacity as a non-governmental organization (NGO) supporting
UNICEF.
When we see injustice, we can either shut our eyes or open our hearts. I'm so grateful to this
community for choosing compassion for the world's most vulnerable children.
Our work together has never been more important than it is now. An unprecedented set of
challenges from conflict to climate change, have converged to create the famine of our lifetime in
Africa and the Middle East. Now, 2.5 million children are at risk of imminent death, and the cause
— severe acute malnutrition — is completely preventable.
I'm inspired by the outpouring of support I saw from this community during our recent
campaign to close out the fiscal year. We couldn't do this lifesaving work without
supporters like you.
Your contribution allows us to be on the ground wherever children are in crisis. In 2016, along with
our partners, UNICEF treated 3.4 million children for severe acute malnutrition in 71 countries. And
UNICEF is on the ground in so many others, providing basic needs to help children survive and
thrive.
I'm so proud to be a part of this work, and I hope you are too. Your support is what makes it
possible.
Follow UNICEF USA on Instagram to see your contribution in action around the world.
There's another way for you to make an impact: by pledging a recurring gift to UNICEF USA. Even
a small amount each month makes a big difference, by allowing us to prepare in advance for any
crisis tomorrow may bring.
Thank you for all you do,

Caryl M. Stern, President & CEO

DON'T FORGET:
• Don't forget to RENEW your WNBA/LA

• Donate & Support our Chapter: CLICK HERE

Membership! We welcome new members all

• Check out our Chapter Directory

year long. Dues of $45.00

online: wnba-books.org/la/

cover the membership year of June 1 - May
31. CLICK HERE

• More about the Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature: CLICK HERE

• NOT A MEMBER YET? CLICK HERE

OUR BOARD MEMBERS:
WNBA/LA Executive Board
President: Natalie Obando-Desai
Vice President: Jenny Wannier
Corresponding Secretary: Liz Donatelli
Recording Secretary: Crystal Nichols
Treasurer: Suzanne Kleinbub
Immediate Past President: Rachelle Yousuf
Committees and Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and Ruth Light
Graphic Designer: Cheyenne Yousuf
Social Media Chair: Liz Donatelli
Auditor: Holly Shaffer
Judy Lopez Committee Chair: Meg Flanders
Judy Lopez Award Representative:
Joan Slottow

Newsletter Editors:
Editor: Ruth Light
Member News Editor: Jovita Jenkins
The Writer's Voice Chair:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
Members at Large:
Rosalind Myatt
Sponsoring Member:
Natalie Obando-Desai
Open Positions:
* The Bookwoman Coordinator
* Hospitality
* Parliamentarian
* Publicity
* Development Chair
* Special Events Chair

Look for us in your inbox in mid-Sept, 2017... and remember...
Poetry is what in a poem makes you laugh, cry, prickle, be silent...makes your toenails twinkle, makes you

want to do this or that or nothing, makes you know that you are alone in the unknown world, that your bliss
and suffering is forever shared and forever all your own. - DYLAN THOMAS
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