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From our President
Dear Members,

Don't Forget!

Thanks again to all members who were able to attend
our Book Savvy conference this past Sunday, March
4th. We felt honored to have so many of you join us as
panelists as well as attendees on this perfect spring
day at beautiful Marina Del Rey Hotel. The positive
energy in the room was contagious. We look forward to
seeing all of you at our upcoming literary salon hosted
by Ruth Klein on April 29. Expect an afternoon of
delicious refreshments and literary indulgences. More
details to come!

Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership!
CLICK HERE
NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Check our Website directory
for the latest member
information.
www.wnba-books.org/la/
For information about the
Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature
CLICK HERE
Follow us:

Last but not least, we are heading toward an exciting and packed summer of
events as this year, as our chapter will be hosting the annual national
meeting of WNBA the weekend of June 7-10 along with our Judy Lopez
Memorial Award Ceremony for Excellence in Children's Literature. We're
looking for several volunteer positions for both events. Stay tuned for details.
Happy Springtime!
Cheers,
Julia Drake
WNBA/LA President

Become a Local
Sponsoring Member
Local sponsoring membership
is available to any individual,
local organization, or agency
that desires to make an initial
or additional annual
contribution to the chapter.
Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

Dates to Remember
Mar. 18: P. Allen Jones
Mar.19-23: Unicef Tap Project
Apr. 29: Literary Salon
May 19: RIF/Boggle for Books
June 9: Judy Lopez Award
June 8-10: National Board Mtg.

BOARD MEMBERS
WNBA-LA Chapter Officers
President:
Julia Drake
Vice President:

Chapter News
BOOK SAVVY 2012 "WOWS" THE CROWD!
Book Savvy 2012 was well-attended, informative,
and educational. Attendees were able to get
early morning "lessons" about how to pitch a
book or idea to an agent, and then to put that
information to immediate use during the lunch
break as they lined up to pitch to their chosen
agent. In addition to pitching, there were four
different panels providing information on such
topics as social marketing, boosting sales,
getting published, E-books and E-marketing,
building an online platform, book trailers...the list
is long!!
In addition, we had a lovely buffet lunch by the
pool, while doing some serious networking and business card sharing! This is an
annual event, and if you missed it this year be sure to keep your eyes open for the
announcement of next year's Book Savvy 2013.

Vice President:
Joan Jackson
Recording Secretary:
Rachelle Yousuf
Treasurer:
Suzanne Kleinbub
Corresponding Secretary:
Helen Ross
Immediate Past President:
Michelle Gilstrap
Committee and
Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and
Ruth Light
The Bookwoman Coordinator:
Position Open
Parliamentarian:
Ruth Klein
Auditor:
Holly Shaffer
e-commerce:
Liora Mendeloff
Judy Lopez Award Liaison:
Meg Flanders
Hospitality:
Position Open
Judy Lopez Memorial
Foundation Representative:
Jeff Slottow
Members at Large:
Jovita Jenkins
Rosalind Myatt
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Editor: Ruth Light
Chapter News Editor:
Barbara Cherne
Member News Editor:
Jovita Jenkins
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
_____________________

Join our Mailing List!

______________________________
WNBA/LA CHAPTER DUES
Our annual membership dues have stayed at a low rate of $40.00 for several years.
And our governing board has worked to improve member benefits every year. Put
that together, and there is a need to increase our dues in order to support the
ongoing and always improving status of our chapter's literary and charitable
activities.
Beginning next summer, our annual chapter dues will increase to $45.00.
_____________________________
NATIONAL BOARD MEETING HERE IN LA!
In June our chapter has the honor and responsibility of hosting the annual WNBA
Executive Board Meeting. It is scheduled for June 8, 9, 10, and will be held at the
Radisson Hotel LAX. And the best part is that all chapter members are invited to

Radisson Hotel LAX. And the best part is that all chapter members are invited to
attend! This is your chance to get to know national board members and presidents
of WNBA chapters around the country. Remember that we have chapters in
Boston, Charlotte, Detroit, Nashville, New Orleans, New York City, San Francisco,
Seattle, and Washington D.C.
This will be a big weekend for our chapter since the Judy Lopez Award dinner and
ceremony will be held on June 9, and the national board members will attend the
dinner. Please mark your calendars for the Judy Lopez dinner, and for attending at
least part of the national board meeting.
We need VOLUNTEERS to help with both of these events, so please contact Ruth
Light at ruthlight3@gmail.com if you are interested in getting involved in either of
these two events.

Member News
P. Allen Jones, Author and Sickle Cell Disease
Advocate Book Signing & Radio Appearance.
P. Allen Jones will be on Sunday Morning Live March 18, 2012
10:00am - 12:00pm to discuss her new book I Only Cry At
Night, and sickle cell disease in America.
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/sundaymorning-live
Also, on March 24, 2012 P. Allen Jones will be at Russo's
Books 1:00pm-3:00pm in Bakersfield, CA for a book signing
and sickle cell awareness event. Our Voice - www.sicklecellourvoice.blogspot.com
______________________________
Barbara Schiffman is exhibited with her anthology
books 2012: Creating Your Own Shift, Happiness Awaits You,
and 101 Great Ways to Improve Your Life, plus the newly
published print edition of her solo-authored ebook Living in
Balance for Boomers at the Int'l Hypnosis Federation's MindBody-Spirit-Fun Conference in San Pedro (CA).
She also offered Akashic Readings at the conference and
promoted her workshop "The Akashic Muse: Collaborating With Your Akashic
Records for Writing and Other Creative Endeavors" (presented in Burbank on
Saturday 3/10). Info: YourLifeandSoul.com or call Barbara at 818-415-3479.
______________________________
Check out FORBIDDEN by Syrie James, the book USA
TODAY called "A paranormal romance that hits all the right
notes... sizzling romance!" and austenprose.com deemed
"spectacular... written for Young Adults, however, might I
also suggest, for the young at heart?" Alec's an angel trying
to escape his past. Claire discovers she's no ordinary 16year-old; she's a being so rare that her entire existence is
FORBIDDEN as is her relationship with Alec. Can they find a
way to be together, in a confusing and increasingly
dangerous world? A must read. My top 24 of all time favorite
books! JeanBookNerd. Read more reviews here.
______________________________
Alva Sachs: Just wanted to share some wonderful
events that I have had as a children's author and
Board Member of Reading Is Fundamental of
Southern California. Being able to present at Title 1
schools in the greater Los Angeles area fills my heart
with joy. Having an author visit at these
underserved schools gives the children an
opportunity to soar with their reading and writing.
Teachers work tirelessly to inspire their students,
and being part of that is the biggest perk of all for me!
For more information: www.rifsocal.org
______________________________

Alva Sachs: READING IS FUNDAMENTAL...
and BOGGLE FOR BOOKS
RIF (Reading is Fundamental) turns 40 this year and is
celebrating with a carnival-themed party...and is also
teaming up with the 3rd annual Boggle for Books. RIF
and Boggle for Books help to build home libraries for
children, distribute books to schools, and right now they
serve more than 100,000 children.
Funding has been dropped by Congress, so please mark
your calendars and support RIF and Boggle for Books
on Saturday, May 19, from 6-10pm.
______________________________
Click image to download
WNBA/LA Past
Flyer
President, Kelly
Sullivan Walden,
appeared on FOX news this Valentine's Day (Click
Here) discussing true stories about how people
found true love via nighttime dreams. She is
excited to announce Red Wheel-Weiser will be
publishing her upcoming book, It's All In Your
Dreams: 5 Portals to an Awakened Life.
She's now conducting Dream Workshops and private sessions at her new office in
Marina Del Rey. If you'd like insight into what your strange dreams are telling
you: Click Here. And you can hear her every Monday on her radio show "The DSpot" at 11am on www.AwakeningZone.com.
_______________________________
Lisa-Catherine Cohen, producer/host of WNBA/LA RIO
(Reads Its Own) is, besides an internationally known
writer and oft-published editor, a double-platinum, threenumber-one-hit lyricist and spoken-word performer (with
live music).
She read/performed at IWOSC READS ITS OWN on
Sunday, March 11th at Barnes & Noble on the Santa
Monica promenade. She performed at the Jazz Jam at The
Gate in Encino, on Feb. 29th. The Jazz Jam happens on
the last Wed. of every month, and Lisa-Catherine is
usually there performing her own work.
_______________________________
AGS Johnson's The Sausage Maker's Daughters
depicts the era of the counterculture and Vietnam.
Part murder mystery, part courtroom drama, part in-dept
character study, it exposes the life of Kip Czermanski
before the crowded courtroom right along with the
darkest secrets of her conservative family. This debut
novel from author, AGS Johnson, hit bookshelves Feb. 7,
2012 and will thrill readers until the very last page.

The Sausage Maker's Daughters is a fictional look at a
young woman stuck behind bars in her Wisconsin
hometown awaiting a court appearance in the mysterious
death of her ex-lover who happens to be her brother-inlaw. With her father being the small town's leading citizen, she isn't overly
worried - at first. What follows is a wild ride through her present predicament and
her past.
Johnson was raised in a Midwestern family of five girls, and for over 20 years
worked in international banking. She returned to school for a Masters in fiction
writing from the University of Southern California and proceeded to pursue her
lifelong dream to become an author. She lives today in Los Angeles with her
husband of 20 years and is currently working on her second novel, a medical
murder mystery based on a true story of discovery and deceit.
AGSJohnsonauthor.com

Nationally Speaking
Where the Readers Are: 'Most Literate Cities' in U.S.
Washington, D.C. topped the list of the most
literate cities in the U.S. for the second
consecutive year, while Boston (up from #12
in 2010) and Cincinnati (up from #11) made
significant gains in the statistical survey
released annually by Central Connecticut
State University President Jack Miller, and
"based on data that includes number of
bookstores, library resources, newspaper
circulation and Internet resources," USA
Today reported.
The top 10 for 2011:
Washington, D.C.
Seattle
Minneapolis
Atlanta
Boston
Pittsburgh
Cincinnati
St. Louis
San Francisco
Denver
______________________________

Just $1 can supply a child with safe drinking water for 40 days. Get involved with
the UNICEF Tap Project during World Water Week, March 19-23, 2012. Donate
Now * Volunteer * Find a Restaurant
Here's how: http://tinyurl.com/987rf6
______________________________
From UN Women:
Message of Michelle Bachelet Executive Director of UN Women on International
Women's Day 2012
Posted on March 5 2012 | Speeches and Statements
http://tinyurl.com/7ds3rpr

Look for us in your inbox in mid-May, and remember...
"I think it's bad to talk about one's present work, for it spoils something at the
root of the creative act. It discharges the tension."
- Norman Mailer
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