From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Ruth Light ruthlight3@gmail.com
Re: WNBA/LA Chapter Newsletter - January 2014
March 18, 2014 at 10:49 AM
Terri Negron terri@terrinegron.com

Excellent! Thanksthanksthanks! Thanks for sorting this all out!
Send it out--------Ruth
On Tue, Mar 18, 2014 at 10:35 AM, Women's National Book Association - LA Chapter <rachelleyousuf@gmail.com> wrote:

Here is another preview of the March Newsletter. I changed the link to go directly to the new LA Writers' Conference
Album on Facebook. Let me know if I can send this out. Terri

In this Issue
From our President
Chapter News
Member News

Don't Forget!
Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership!
We welcome new members all
year long, and your dues of
$45.00 cover the membership
year of June 1 - May 31.
CLICK HERE
NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Check out our new Chapter
Directory online.
www.wnba-books.org/la/
For information about the
Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature
CLICK HERE
__________________________

Become a Local
Sponsoring Member
Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that
desires to make an initial or
additional annual contribution to
the chapter.
Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

Dates to Remember
Mar: Great Group Read Position

From our President
Dear chapter members,
It's a little difficult for me to believe
this but we are already half-way
through March and well on our way
to the national board meeting in
June! For those of you who don't
know, every year the presidents
and leaders from the chapters
across the nation meet in one
chapter city to discuss and plan
how to improve our leadership and
organization. Having attended the
meeting for the last two years, I can
tell you that it is an incredible opportunity to engage with
intelligent and motivated women from across the country. I am
unbelievably excited to head to Detroit this year for the meeting
and I want to know if any of our local members have any
questions or feedback for me to take to the national
meeting. Your concerns are important to me so send me an
email if you have a question or comment!
In more local news, we are gearing up for the next literary tea,
scheduled to take place on April 27th! Stay tuned for more
details.
And lastly, I had the pleasure of participating in our LA Writers'
Conference a couple of weeks ago. The support we have
received from the attendees and the speakers was outstanding
and overwhelming. The feedback from panelists and attendees
makes all of our hard work and sacrifices worth the effort. I
cannot wait to continue to perfect and grow this event so that it
can truly remain a resource for our members and the literary
community at large.

Mar: Great Group Read Position
Apr 22: Eat, Talk Write
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Join our Mailing List!

As usual, I'm looking forward to connecting with you all in the
near future!
Sincerely,
Rachelle Yousuf, Chapter President
rachelleyousuf@gmail.com

Chapter News
The LA Writers' Conference
was a day of inspiration and information, and every seat in the
room was taken in spite of the fact that it was the rainiest day of
the year. The conference featured excellent speakers, lively Q and
As, and...yes...a free lunch! One of our sponsors, Pollo Campero,
donated 50 lunches, which was a wonderful surprise for the
attendees. The panel topics were Memoir, Common Author
Mistakes, Publication, and Distinctions Between Genres, and we
ended the day with wine, snacks, and networking.
Go to our Facebook page to see more about this event!

________________________________________

Update on Donated Books
Remember the books we gathered at our holiday event last
December? We ended up with enough books to donate to 5
separate kindergarten classrooms at a Pacoima elementary
school. Here Ruth Light is about to read Ginger the Cat, and then
donate a bag of books to be used in the classroom. Thanks to
everyone who donated and made this day possible!

________________________________________

The Pinckley Prizes for crime fiction were created in 2012 to
honor Diana Pinckley, who was a founding member of the New
Orleans chapter of the Women's National Book Association.

Orleans chapter of the Women's National Book Association.
Click here to read the press release about the prizes.
________________________________________

The 29th annual Judy Lopez
Memorial Award for Children's
Literature award dinner will take
place on June 8, 2014. This award
is given each year to a work
of literary excellence for 9- to 12year-olds. The WNBA/LA chapter is
one of two sponsors of the award
and it does all of the work: from
running the book selection
committee to putting on the dinner
at which the medal is presented.
Work on this year's award has just started and there will be plenty
to do between now and June. The award was started in 1986 as a
memorial to my sister-in-law, Judy Lopez, who was one of the
founding members of the Los Angeles Chapter. The award's
longevity is due entirely to the enthusiasm and dedication of
members of this chapter. What is more, the award dinner is
enjoyable and exciting to attend. Thank you to WNBA/LA, and
see you at this year's dinner!
Sincerely,
Joan Slottow
________________________________________

_________________________________________

Great Group Reads -- Selection Committee Information
We are recruiting new members to join the Great Group
Reads Selection Committee for 2014.
Great Group Reads is a major initiative of National Reading Group
Month (NRGM), which is sponsored by the Women's National
Book Association (WNBA).
An overview of Great Group Reads:
Each year, the Great Group Reads (GGR) Selection Committee

Each year, the Great Group Reads (GGR) Selection Committee
prepares a list of recommendations of literary fiction and memoirs
for book discussion groups around the country. Publishers supply
the Selection Committee with reading copies. Selected books are
publicized and promoted on the National Reading Group Month
website with professionally designed display materials such as
shelf-talkers and table-top posters for anyone to download and
use in promoting these titles for independent bookstores, reading
groups and libraries. It is an important service for the reading
public and for publishers. Participation in the selection is rigorous
but rewarding!
Readers on the selection committee must adhere to the
following rules:
1. Membership in good standing with a WNBA chapter or with
a network membership
2. Commit to reading at least 100 pages of each book, up to
25, sent to your home/office
3. Be able to utilize the private GGR blog to thoughtfully
comment on each of the books
4. Have experience in book discussion groups in order to
understand how group dynamics work in discussing books!
5. Prepare a brief profile for posting on the NRGM website (no
contact information needed)
6. Follow guidelines in selection (see Guidelines for
Selection below)
7. Do not post public reviews or comments on the books you
are reading for GGR until after the list is made public in
September 2014
8. Adhere to the deadlines for reading, commenting, and
submitting a list of your top favorites (see Schedulebelow)
Guidelines for Selection in Great Group Reads:
1. Targeted to adult reading groups throughout the U.S., with
broad based appeal
2. The selection should provide lively discussions, conflict, or
touch on timely issues
3. Fully developed themes, narratives, characters are
essential. These must be mature works of literature
4. The selection may be a title that won't necessarily achieve
superstar status but is highly deserving of attention from
reading groups, and could be characterized as a "mid-list
gem"
Schedule:
1. We start to receive books by March, and the delivery may
continue through April
2. Blog comments start up as soon as books are received and
read - you will receive instructions on it
3. Submission of your recommendations list is due near the
end of July (exact date TBD)
4. Finalization of the Great Group Reads list is early August
5. Press release on the list in early to mid-September
6. National Reading Group Month is the month of October with
special chapter events
To see last year's Great Group Reads list, go
to http://www.nationalreadinggroupmonth.org/ggr_selections.html

to http://www.nationalreadinggroupmonth.org/ggr_selections.html
This is a huge commitment to undertake for the next few months,
so we want you to understand it thoroughly before asking to join
the Selection Committee. If this is for you, let me know by
emailing me atsbrechner@gmail.com . If you need more
information, just ask. And thanks for considering the job.
Bebe (Sarah) Brechner
Chair, Great Group Reads Selection Committee, National Reading
Group Month
Jill Tardiff, Chair, National Reading Group Month

Member News
Teen sleuth Skylar Robbins has her world
rocked when an unusual classmate introduces
her to witchcraft. Practical Skylar didn't believe
in magic--until the spells they perform in an
abandoned garden actually begin to work. Read
more here.
www.carrie-cross.com
___________________________________

WNBA member Dara Rochlin
, edited a charity anthology of 22 new,
independent authors, called Shades of Fear.
Fears are stories we tell ourselves. These
fears exist everywhere: in our minds, in our
neighborhoods, and in all the places beyond.
Come with us as our 22 writers take you
deep into their world of fears, exposing the
vulnerable spots in each writer's soul. What
strikes fear in their hearts will haunt you. All
proceeds go to benefit pediatric cancer
research and patient care. Available on
Amazon for Kindle and in paperback.
___________________________________

Along with fellow IWOSC
authors (IWOSC is:
Independent Writers of
Southern California), LisaCatherine Cohen is slated to
perform at IWOSC Reads Its
Own, at Vroman's Bookstore in
Pasadena, on Sunday, March
16th, from 2:00 p.m. until 4.
IWOSC is WNBA's inspiration
for WNBA/RIO (Reads Its Own
that Lisa-Catherine hosts, coming this fall), which promises to be
a riveting afternoon of talented writers in a host of genres, from
science fiction, memoir, to spoken-word.
Lisa-Catherine was one of the many attendees of the LA
Writers' Conference at Curacao on Saturday, March 1st. "What a
brilliant gathering of authors, both on the panels, the keynote
speakers, and in the audience, too!"
___________________________________

___________________________________

A SRO crowd of about 70
gathered to hear Conny
Hutchinson read from her
new creative non-fiction
book, Foothold in the
Mountain. This is Conny's
first book, and after reading
and answering questions,
she talked about one of her
next ventures, which will be
volunteering with Homeboy
Industries.
Available on Amazon now!

___________________________________

Look for us in your inbox in mid-May 2014!
"There is no satisfactory explanation of style, no infallible guide to good
writing, no assurance that a person who thinks clearly will be able to write
clearly, no key that unlocks the door, no inflexible rules by which the young
writer may steer his course. He will often find himself steering by stars that

writer may steer his course. He will often find himself steering by stars that
are disturbingly in motion." --E.B. White-Forward email

This email was sent to webmistress-la@wnba-books.org by rachelleyousuf@gmail.com |
Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Women's National Book Association - LA Chapter | 944 Centinela Avenue | Santa Monica | CA | 90403

THIS IS A TEST EMAIL ONLY.
This email was sent by the author for the sole purpose of testing a draft message. If you believe you have received
the message in error, please contact the author by replying to this message. Constant Contact takes reports of
abuse very seriously. If you wish to report abuse, please forward this message to abuse@constantcontact.com.

-Ruth Light
Women's National Book Association, Inc.
WNBA/LA Newsletter Editor
WNBA/LA Immediate Past President
310-397-4503
ruthlight3@gmail.com
www.wnba-books.org/la
www.wnba-books.org

