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From our President
Dear Members,

Don't Forget!

Summer is here and we're gearing up for two
amazing events in June. This year, our chapter will be
hosting the annual national meeting of WNBA the
weekend of June 7-10. If you'd like to attend to learn
about WNBA, contact Ruth Light @
ruthlight3@gmail.com.

Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership!
CLICK HERE
NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Check our Website directory
for the latest member
information.
www.wnba-books.org/la/
For information about the Judy
Lopez Memorial Award for
Children's Literature
CLICK HERE
__________________________

Our second event that weekend, on June 10th, is our
annual Judy Lopez Memorial Award Ceremony for
Excellence in Children's Literature. You should have
received your invitation for this event in the mail. Please contact Ruth Light
@ ruthlight3@gmail.com if you haven't received it. Like last year, some of
our medal winners will be there to speak about their books and to give
insight into the inspiration for their work and writing process. It promises to
be a fantastic event.
We also wanted to give you the heads up for our annual National Reading
Group Month Celebration in October which is held in all WNBA chapters
across the nation with a series of literary events that connect awardwinning authors with readers and book groups. We will have a date and
details for this event for you shortly!

Become a Local
Sponsoring Member
Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that
desires to make an initial or
additional annual contribution to
the chapter.
Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

Dates to Remember
May: Speakerpalooza
June 7-10: WNBA national mtg.
June 10: Judy Lopez Awards

Last but not least, I would like to announce that I will be stepping back as
president of WNBA/LA at the end of the chapter year this summer. It's been
a wonderful experience, but life is calling me to explore new paths in my
personal life and career. Thank you all for your support and kind words
along the way. It's been a blast!
Happy Summer!
Cheers,
Julia Drake
WNBA/LA President

Chapter News

BOARD MEMBERS
WNBA-LA Chapter Officers
President:
Julia Drake
Vice President:
Joan Jackson
Recording Secretary:
Rachelle Yousuf
Treasurer:
Suzanne Kleinbub
Corresponding Secretary:
Helen Ross
Immediate Past President:
Michelle Gilstrap
Committee and
Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and
Ruth Light
The Bookwoman Coordinator:
Position Open
Parliamentarian:
Ruth Klein
Auditor:
Holly Shaffer
e-commerce:
Liora Mendeloff
Judy Lopez Award Liaison:
Meg Flanders
Hospitality:
Position Open
Judy Lopez Memorial Foundation
Representative:
Jeff Slottow
Members at Large:
Rosalind Myatt
Julia Teweles
Jennifer Powdermaker
Newsletter Editors:
Editor: Ruth Light
Chapter News Editor:
Barbara Cherne
Member News Editor:
Jovita Jenkins
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
_____________________

Join our Mailing List!

Just exactly what IS the National Board Meeting?
You've been hearing our chapter is hosting the national board meeting the
second weekend of June. Now let me tell you what it is!!
There are 10 WNBA chapters
around the US (Boston, Charlotte,
Detroit, Los Angeles, Nashville,
New Orleans, New York City, San
Francisco, Seattle and Washington
DC). Once a year, in June, the
president of each chapter, plus
committee chairs and
representatives, plus national
officers, meet in a chapter city to
discuss the many issues related to
a vibrant and growing organization like the Women's National Book Association.
Topics include National Reading Group Month, the Pannell Award for bookstores,
the WNBA Award, our national Web site, our relationship with the United
Nations...and many more. The meeting lasts for almost 3 days, and this year it
will be held at the Radisson LAX Hotel.
And YOU are invited! But let me
clarify. All chapter members are
invited to "sit in" and listen to all or
part of the meeting. Chapter members
are not able to participate, but
attending the meeting is a great way
to learn about WNBA, and a wonderful
opportunity to meet other chapter
presidents and representatives from
around the country.
If you have an interest in developing national contacts within WNBA, this is a fine
opportunity to do so.
If you would like to attend all or part of the meeting, please contact Ruth Light at
ruthlight3@gmail.com
_______________________
LOOK FOR YOUR BALLOT!
It's time to vote for your chapter officers, and the ballot will arrive in your inbox
within the next week. We will be voting for chapter president, vice president and
secretary. Please take the few minutes to cast you ballot...THANKS!
_______________________
WNBA/LA Literary Tea Salon...
Thirty women and men gathered at Ruth Klein's home to enjoy tea and cake, and
to hear three talented authors speak about the story behind their works and their
path to
success. With Jeff Slottow's superb piano playing as the
soundtrack to this wonderful event and the beautiful ocean in
the background, members of our chapter joined for an
afternoon of relaxed conversation and delicious food. After
spending some time mingling with each other, we all
gathered to hear Sarah Scheerger, Candace
Ryan, and Hope Edelman speak to us about
how they become best-selling authors. Both
Sarah and Candace provided insight into the
world of children's literature, while Hope
Hope Edelman
spoke of her somewhat unconventional path
into non-fiction and memoir. All three authors
had a different path to
publication, but all shared a
Sarah Scheerger
determination to see their dreams
become a reality. As the afternoon
came to a close, it was easy to see the inspiration on
the faces of the members as they left.

Candace Ryan

Member News
Liora Mendeloff The Women Speakers Association (WSA), the first-ever
global gathering place connecting women's voices in more than 88 countries on
6 of the 7 continents, is hosting their inaugural "Speakerpalooza" blog tour this
month. During the month of May, WSA will be spotlighting thirty of some of the
most dynamic, innovative and inspiring "Women of Influence" on the planet women committed to serving and enriching the lives of their clients, their
companies, communities and the world. To soak up their brilliance and learn
how to win autographed books, gift baskets and lots of other cool giveaways.
Go To Speakerpalooza.com
______________________
Kelly Walden Past WNBA-LA President, bestselling author,
and host of the weekly radio show "The D-Spot", Kelly
Sullivan Walden just signed a book deal with Red
Wheel/Weiser, for her newest book on dreams (Spring
2013). This June, she will be joining Fred Alan Wolf (Doctor
Quantum from the movie "What the Bleep...") as a
featured speaker at the upcoming IASD (International
Association for the Study of Dreams) conference in Berkley,
CA. Kelly is also happy to announce her new Dream
Mastery Home Study Program (check it out:
www.KellySullivanWalden.com) for those who are ready to
quantum jump into their "Dream Life."
______________________
Lou Carter Keay Past President of the LA Chapter and Past National Secretary
Lou Carter Keay has been nominated for international President of Intertel, a
society for the intellectually gifted. (Requirement for membership in Intertel is
an i.q. score in the top one percentile, which is one percentile higher than
Mensa, of which she is also a Life member.) For many years Lou made her
living as a writer (as a newspaper columnist, and television and film
screenwriter), and is a veteran character actress in SAG-AFTRA known as
LOU*LOU.

Nationally Speaking
WNBA WRITING CONTEST!
The WNBA is sponsoring a writing contest for the first time. We have supported
published authors for 90+ years, and now are expanding our support in the
literary world by sponsoring a writing contest that focuses on emerging writers.
For details, go to www.wnba-books.org. On the home page, in red letters, you
will see the announcement of the contest, and a clickable link to the details.
The contest dates are May 1st through September 15, so submit soon...and
good luck!

Un Corner
With over 1 million children under the
age of 5 at risk of dying in the Sahel,
your help is desperately needed. Please
consider buying a gift someone truly
needs: A Child Survival Food Pack.
The Child Survival Food Pack is a miracle
package that will make a starving child
strong and healthy.
Finally, our donors are also helping change lives in the Democratic Republic of
Congo by wiping out the country's biggest killer: malaria.
Buy a Child Survival Food Pack now.
______________________________

Just $1 can supply a child with safe drinking water for 40 days. Get involved
with the UNICEF Tap Project during World Water Week, March 19-23, 2012.
Donate Now * Volunteer * Find a Restaurant
Here's how: http://tinyurl.com/987rf6

Look for us in your inbox in mid-July, and remember...
If you say you will get around to your writing "one of these days"
...remember that "one of these days" is none of these days!
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