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FROM OUR PRESIDENT:
Dear WNBA/LA Chapter Members,
I'm honored and excited to be writing this letter today. Even though it
is my last letter as president, I have the pleasure of officially
announcing our new executive board. Natalie Obando-Desai, the
founder of Do Good PR, will take over as president in June. Joining
her as vice president is Jenny Wannier, a book buyer at Flintridge
Books that fans of our Literary Tea will recognize as our resident
bookseller. I am confident that Natalie and Jenny will not only
continue the good work that we have been doing for forty years, but
will bring vitality, energy, and their own passions to these roles. I am beyond excited for this new
chapter in our history, and I hope you will welcome them with the same warmth and kindness that
you have all shown me for the past four years.
Crystal Nichols and Suzanne Kleinbub will continue as Recording Secretary and Treasurer,
respectively. Former vice president Liz Donatelli will begin her term as Corresponding Secretary
and I will remain on the board as Immediate Past President.
I want to take a minute here to thank my board for all that they have done and taught me. I
especially want to say thank you to my two vice presidents, Ruth Light and Liz Donatelli. I would
not have survived these last few years without their friendship and support.
Lastly, to all of the members and WNBA supporters that I have met, thank you for showing me what
it means to be a part of a welcoming and loving community.
I'm looking forward to seeing you all soon.
Sincerely,
Rachelle Yousuf
President, Women's National Book Association-Los Angeles Chapter
Vice President, Women's National Book Association

Events Committee, VIDA: Women in Literary Arts
Membership, PEN Center USA

NATIONAL NEWS:
This Annual Writing Contest gives writers
an opportunity to submit their poetry, short
fiction and short nonfiction/memoir for
several prizes and exposure to a wide
literary audience.
The 2017 writing contest winners:
http://www.wnba-books.org/contest/

CHAPTER NEWS:
We're 100 and we're CELEBRATING!
As part of our Bookwomen Speak: WNBA
Centennial Visionaries Series, we are
proud to present Jade Chang and
Natashia Deon in conversation with Lisa
Mecham. The topics for discussion include
writing, stories, and community and
inclusion in literary spaces.
This promises to be an excellent
event - click here for the details!

OPPORTUNITIES:
IFERS – the Institute for Education,
Research & Scholarships offers its
2017 International Writer’s Awards.
Media types include: books, magazine
articles, online blogs and movie scripts
among others.
There are numerous fiction and non-fiction
categories, including: activity and game
books, biographies, business books,
cookbooks, diet/health/fitness, history,
humor, law, pets, religion, science &
technology, travel, true crime, literature,
children’s books, Manga, poetry, romance,
science fiction & fantasy, thrillers,
westerns, and more.
Each entry is $50 and are considered
donations that may be tax deductible.
1st Place $1,000
2nd Place $500
3rd Place $250
10 Honorable Mentions: $25 each.
Submission deadline: June 30, 2017
Winners announced: August 31, 2017

JOIN US...for our SECOND SUMMER
READING EVENT!
+ It's free and fun!
+ Your summer reading list will be
revealed!
+ Sunday, June 4th
+ click here for all the details!

Our Literary Tea provided an afternoon of
literary delight, as we listened to authors
Nina Revoyr (Southland), Kerry Kletter
(The First Time She Drowned), and Rufi
Thorpe (Dear Fang, With Love) read from
their novels and answer questions. The
conversations were eclectic and
interesting and enthusiastic.

Visit: ifers.org/international-writersawards.html

UN CORNER:
May is UNICEF Kid Power Month!
Buy the Band! Download the App!
With every step American
kids and their families take
while wearing the Band and
being connected to the
App, they help unlock
lifesaving food packets for hungry kids
around the world.

Join UNICEF Kid Power and their
presenting partners, Star Wars: Force for
Change and Target, in this national
movement to help kids in the U.S. to be
more active and help end malnutrition in
kids around the world. Check it out here!

MEMBER NEWS:

Book'd "The Ultimate Bibliophiles'
Night Out" hosts a special YA Summer
Edition on Thursday, June 8th at The
Group Repertory/Lonny Chapman Theatre
in NoHo.
Festivities to include: YA author readings
and panel discussion moderated by Liz
Donatelli, (WNBA/LA member and current
chapter vice president) bookish
giveaways, and a catered mingling
reception.
Visit bookdevent.com for event details.
Contact Liz Donatelli
at liz@lizdpublicity.com with questions.

DON'T FORGET:
• Don't forget to RENEW your WNBA/LA
Membership! We welcome new members all
year long. Dues of $45.00
cover the membership year of June 1 - May
31. CLICK HERE
• NOT A MEMBER YET? CLICK HERE

OUR BOARD MEMBERS:
WNBA/LA Executive Board
President: Rachelle Yousuf
Vice President: Liz Donatelli
Corresponding Secretary: Cynthia Levin
Recording Secretary: Crystal Nichols
Treasurer: Suzanne Kleinbub
Immediate Past President: Ruth Light
Committees and Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and Ruth Light
Graphic Designer: Cheyenne Yousuf
Social Media Chair: Liz Donatelli
Auditor: Holly Shaffer
Judy Lopez Committee Chair: Meg Flanders
Judy Lopez Award Representative:
Joan Slottow

• Donate & Support our Chapter: CLICK HERE
• Check out our new Chapter Directory online.
wnba-books.org/la/
• More about the Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature: CLICK HERE

Newsletter Editors:
Editor: Ruth Light
Member News Editor: Jovita Jenkins
The Writer's Voice Chair:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
Members at Large:
Rosalind Myatt
Sponsoring Member:
Natalie Obando-Desai
Open Positions:
* The Bookwoman Coordinator
* Hospitality
* Parliamentarian
* Publicity
* Development Chair
* Special Events Chair

Look for us in your inbox in mid-July, 2017... and remember...
"Books are the plane, and the train, and the road. They are the destination and the
journey." ~ Anna Quindlen
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